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Wanted! Historical sleuths to
uncover area’s rich history
A NEW historical society is undertaking the
ambitious project to map the lost field names and
other folk memories of its district.
The newly launched Killeeshil and District
Historical society is asking interested parties to
join in its quest before a major roadworks
scheme carves through much of the parish’s history.
Founder member Marie Quinn said there was a
pressing need to preserve the area’s rich past.
“We want to maintain the community’s sense of
place, and the connection with the past that local
folklore such as field names provides us with”,
she said.
“At one time every field in Killeeshil had an
Irish name. They give us a great insight into the
minds of previous generations and how they
based their lives around the local geography.
“They are like passwords to the past. However,
there is now a real danger of them being lost forever.”
She also asked prospective members to bring
along old film footage, photographs and other
memorabilia.
The society’s members have already unearthed
some surprising facts about the area, including a
field of ‘gold’, a submerged village, and a 17th
Century map depicting local townlands and
topography.
The society’s next meeting is due to be held on

M o n d a y M a r c h 2 i n Pa r k a n a u r L i b r a r y,
Parkanaur Forest Park.
Noted historians and local history researchers
will be holding a series of talks at the group’s
monthly meetings, among them renowned
Clogher Valley historian Jack Johnston, Dr
Paddy Fitzgerald from the Centre for Migration
Studies and genealogist Willie O’Kane.
One of the most interesting talks will be based
on the archaeological findings discovered during
the construction of the new A4 dual carriageway
which cuts through Killeeshil.
A number of excavation sites have already been
examined including pre-Christian burial
grounds.
“The findings will serve us up a very interesting slice of history”, said Brendan Holland,
another founder member of the group.
“So much has happened in this parish with its
thousands of years of occupation and all the
upheaval caused by events such as the
Plantation, famines and immigration. Killeeshil
parish is recorded in the very earliest maps of the
country.”
The March meeting will focus on a 1610 map of
Killeeshil showing old townlands, churches and
settlements.
Everyone is invited to come along and share in
local history.

Roadworks on the A4
dual carriagway which
will slice through
Killeeshil and put it risk
the area’s history

Founder members of Killeeshil Historical Society. Back L-R, Jonathan Gray, Brendan McAnallen,
Mark Quinn, Una McKenna. Front, Anne Marie Quinn, Brendan Holland, Marie Quinn and Fr
James Crawley.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
Concert At Burnavon
The Burnavon Cookstown is getting the
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations underway
on Monday 16th March at 8pm with a
special concert featuring local traditional music groups, dancers and choirs.
Promising an evening of outstanding
musical entertainment with a Celtic
beat, the line-up includes sessions with
local musicians Tom McQueen, Seamus
O’Hagan, Donald Canavan and Siobhan
Sweeney, Traditional Music in Schools
groups, Oakleaf Grúpaí Cheoil and
Cookstown Youth Choir.
The Eugene Smith School of Dancing
will also step onto the Burnavon stage
with jigs and reels as well as dancing
their special St. Patrick’s routine as performed at Stormont a few years ago.
There will also be Gaelic drama performed by Coláiste Sperín.
Organised by Cookstown District
Council, Mary Crooks Arts & Cultural
Officer said,
“This year we are celebrating the great
talent there is within our district. This
event sets out to showcase the excellent
work that is going on to promote the
arts particularly amongst the young,
through projects like Traditional Music

in Schools and Cookstown Youth Choir.
Everyone involved in the concert is really looking forward to a fantastic evening
of music, song, drama and dance.“
Tickets for the St. Patrick Celebration
Concert are selling quickly, priced at £8
each, and can be booked at the
Burnavon Box Office on 028 8676 9949
or online at www.burnavon.com.

GAEILGE FESTIVAL
In preparation for St. Patrick’s day, the
Burnavon is also hosting a Gaeilge
Festival which runs from Tuesday 3rd –
Thursday 5th March, helping local people to rediscover their Irish roots and
get a taste of all things Gaelach.
The festival features Aodán Mac
Póilin, an expert in the history of Gaelic
surnames in Ireland and Scotland who
will look at Sloinnte – Surnames with
Gaeilge Origins. Admission is free but
s e a t t i c ke t s m u s t b e o b t a i n e d i n
advance from the Box Office on 028
8676 9949 to guarantee entry.
‘An Cór Gaelach’ (Irish Medium Choir
from Donaghmore) will finish the festi-

val on a high note on Thursday 5th
March giving people the opportunity to
become familiar with traditional songs
and compositions on the lead up to St.
Patrick day celebrations.
The audience does not have to be Irish
speakers themselves to be entertained
by An Cór Gaelach, who will stage a lively performance of traditional songs and
airs in Gaelic. Some of the pieces the
choir will sing may be familiar to the
audience such as Buachaill Ón Éirne,
Máirseáil Uí Néill, Úrchill an Chreagáin
and Beidh Aonach Amárach.
The Choir will also teach some traditional Gaelic songs to the audience on
the night, encouraging people to join in
and give it a go themselves at certain
stages. They will be also be supported
by Irish dancing performances and traditional Irish musicians.
Ti c ke t s c o s t £ 5 e a c h f o r A n C ó r
Gaelach, Irish Medium Choir concert at
the Burnavon Cookstown available from
the Box Office on 028 8676 9949.
Alternatively tickets can be booked
online at www.burnavon.com. Early
booking is advisable to guarantee entry.

Irish Dancer Clare Donnelly
(aged 15) prepares for the St.
Patrick’s Day Celebration
Concert at the Burnavon on
Monday 16 March.

